
 

Making the dream a reality 

Nairobi has the highest population yet the city has very few 
public toilets, which are not nearly enough to satisfy 
demand. Many have resulted in relieving themselves in open 
places and the slum dwellers using flying toilets. Existing 
public toilets do not meet basic levels of cleanliness, and 
therefore do not help promote general levels of sanitation in 
the city. Ecotact Ltd. had conceived the concept of the 

Ikotoilet to first, help meet the increasing need for basic sanitation, and second, to promote a new way of 
thinking about the toilet. On June 24th, 2008, Ecotact made that dream become a reality after completion of 
its first facility at Uhuru Park. The facility is the first of 100 other units to be constructed in Nairobi, Nakuru, 
Othaya, Naivasha, Nanyuki and Kitui in the next 5 years.  

The Uhuru Park facility has 4 low flush toilets for the ladies with sanitary bins; there is a changing area for 
babies in the lady’s washrooms, the first in Nairobi, which will make women more comfortable in visiting the 
facility with their babies. In addition, the facility has a full-length mirror for the ladies and soap dispenser at 
the sinks. In the gents’ washroom, there are also 4 low flush toilets and 4 waterless urinals which help to 
reduce the consumption of water. The facility, being the first public toilet which has waterless urinals, is 
attracting many male customers.  

 

[Picture showing gent’s wash rooms and the urinals] 

 



The facility also has storage tanks that will be used to store rain water for conservation purposes, and also 
to use for cleaning and gardening. Our facility has the urine harvesting systems will enable urea conversion 
and thus will address soil nutrient recovery. Treated urine will also be used for gardening purposes as we 
have planted flowers around the facility. We are also planning to use human waste to generate methane gas 
for cooking and lighting. Thus the Ikotoilet will be able to reduce sewerage disposal that currently flows to 
urban rivers. 

 

 
    [Picture –water storage tank and 2 rectangular tanks for urine harvesting] 
 

[U.V treated water] 

Uhuru park facility is the first public toilet in Kenya that offers free drinking water to the public. The Ikotoilet 
has a water point that is installed outside the facility that offers free U.V treated water to the public. The U.V 
technology has been provided by Trojan U.V to ensure that water is not contaminated as a result of storage.  
 



[Customer at the shop] 

Apart from sanitation services, the IKOtoilet has been designed to offer other services aimed at changing 
the current perception of public toilets. The Uhuru facility has a shop which sells air time (safaricom and 
celtel), sweets, chewing gums, biscuits, drinking water, sanitary towels, and sodas, among other things. 
Other facilities will offer shoe shine services, ATM services, M-Pesa services and/or offer other products like 
newspapers. The facility will also soon have an advertising screen which will be a valuable advertising 
opportunity for companies. Thus, the IKOtoilet initiative will also offer the private sector an opportunity to 
contribute towards sanitation. 
 
This is the first facility of the Ikotoilet family and we are in the process of constructing 10 more facilities in 
Nairobi in the next few months targeting the city center and slums. 

JOIN US IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN BUILDING ONE TOILET PER 
HOUR FOR BETTER HYGIENE AND SANITATION IN KENYA 

     

 

 

 


